Dear Did:, 

If you ifCj.ro an agent who spends Mg < a ys doing vi!ia: an agent doss i'd respond to 
your letter of the Ofch,whlch didn't pot bore until yesterday, differently. What you 


soy is a close emeu gh appropriation to «1: 


T f*. 


faced for so long with V/HHilvASi. There 


never was a serious am adverse literary criticism of it, The :.sost ccmcsi roaaon alloyc-a 
-—••• ro^joc u-i.oxi v- i." ■- : uj«crc x*o ... » : ores «. *j.i uiie suojoot k * t^ioro^oro no Do I - comet Do 

profitable, /is it time., out, the rest profitable (and far from the best) was sisth or 
seventh in order of apnearsace and the one for which there was best prospect boshed in 
less than two months in. narGbaek, despite such steas behind, it. So, I can. natm cy osb 
enraluations of publishers and what they say* Often it is what they say, for their under- 
standing and intentions have to be considered. 

I think fear is the dominating consideration. Iiaay will fear 4 
that Bantaa will cross the cornet. I think the nariaci will bo good 
ono book to succeed in reprint, I also think a lumdbacksm caooae i tAthoat reprint. I would 
iiaosMo tliat sect publishers do not tlxin'c tliir way, I would also suppose that’ with S & S 
in for Sj^Ki 555*000 for the font hoje* hook, Pocket locks is token up, Bantan also is, 

Avon has gone for an uneonncionablc bit of rubbish, She rnjor oass naxScots are improbable. 

However, on an unpartillellod subject, to this cloy there rersins a grand totals of 
two serious books. Cm alnost any subject the narfeot should bo greater than that. So, 
rnenily or wrongly, 1 conclude tliat cowinorcial fear is not the dirdnating influence. It 
is precisely the- fear I confronted with VIHBOD-JASE, fear of the governnont. It in "safe" 
for -3 ik & and Bantus because they arc aroiiy: to rehash what has already been published. I 


learned thin early in a remMmMeJionesty from IbuMeday, which frankly said its decision 
was not editorial and not easy to rrive at and that they'd have been ouch nore wiLang 
if they could have failted the hook, (Tjjua you have never heard ac cay a bad word about 
Ibubloctey. They were hones 


os. 
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in 
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to of then. 


know what the oonsecucnoen arm bo. I live wi* 


However, there has never boon a situation like this on in our history. What is now 
at cM&e is tta kind of society we will have® do put it ncro bluntly, whether your boys 
Mil grown into manhood in an overtly Anerifora fascist state, (Thus the ambiguity iu the 
title, I as .not a pessisdst or I'd not still ’bo trying,) I simply can’t bolievo that there 
is no publisher with the principle to publish a bool: of this kind, I am easily believe 
tliat it is impossible for you, with all the other things you liavo to do, to pursue bin, 
to seek Ills, ratlier, 

Cfeio of the tilings tliat is inevitable if I do not persist is th at there will bo no 
book that is not sraao kind of ooverup, The Post boys arc so ultra-hoavily indebted to 
the prosecution, nooning the staff Ms, the Bopartacat of Justice and the FBI, that as 
in 0.--1 their stories,. in their book' they'll hide the estensive coverlngHttP of which all 
Imve bean part. Molled^ioff is a hisonite who remaned a Hisonite after he could ss&nd 
the White House no longer, ^e will proclaim the Glorious Leader's personal iiuoesnce end 
M.i use Ms book to got even with the palace guard, Ms ancient enemies® 

Vihat wo are really telling about is an cncoptionally aid: publislxlng industry in an 
extraordinarily old: country® 

Do, a do not -chink you have sooe nagic potion. I do third: that your interest .would 
be restricted to a work that has best-seller likelihood. 1 don't think thin is probable, 
in normal concepts, for a bode without the probability' of hif& naas cheap sales* I do 
tliinl: an approiination is not inpcsriblr. and that it would depend on the publisher rather 
than the narket, I go into titer 


eon- 


on ii e off chance that at sons point you my be 
speaking to sax-one to wlion e casual mention night have sons noosibUify, so you won't be 
as hopeless as your letter indicates. Fcraonall y, if I hod the money, I'd be on the 

^ouccspful with no in the oast. That is, in placing a 
“W t ' aa, ' ed P^birsiied. A*n too broke to think of it and I can t %'riic all of then. 



Eeeauae what you write is oooe2.ticu.l3r what you said earlier, if I cur. dicapycintod 


I am not surprised. I do keep tryias to keep up vxz 
places to b., ..orkod in later, 2hus I am taking in 
1 now suspend. 


ox 'one 
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It tooutluo u: that Ikcm? Jiao not dnliarorod the complete filer; to you. On nil 
natters, She proviso was specific before I left Ibrk, I lave vrr'ttoi liim, Cory enclosed. 

Manny's files may not have wnat relates to the moneys 1 believed are owed me as a 
consequence of their not living up to their agreement on the spurious Bringuier suit 
and for the purchase of copies of my edition of UHITEViASII. John Friedman and I lad been 
dealing with then on this and fianny said to go ahead and see what they would do, that 
on those tilings Bair should have been willing to pay because there was no question. 

(This docs not mean that we expected them to pay for the books short of court.) You 
h-d parts of this file first, from your ftirallax days. You then told ae that the contract 
for the original edition of v/HX'fa’ASII, which lias no return provision, means they uo owe 
ae for all the copies they got. In any event, when, you got this file and have time to 
go over it, let sc know any areas of deficiency and I’ll see if 1 have anything relevant, 

J. lUi-wO jus .. hao a phono c a -u J . from a bo ox^pur chasing frxenc. vlio tonioos some cl tnc 
tilings that interest ne closely, he says that 3 k 3 had delayed pub date on the book by 
the Washington rost reporters to next year. If you recall the analysis I sent you as 
soon as I returned from Hew York, you may recall that I acid ail books latched" to the 
Sw0r2.es w.m - arc appearing m tl.e papers me. on — v vni have tc 00 ndcl and tlmt it i?. 


poss».do xor a nardonc.-, book ;w sna. bo iarst 
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ich the sa^e is likely to bo 


A **«cnor>5 r> ^ * ? 
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true oi the iiolienkoff bock. Bantam's now not "siiecial". I realise that it is not pos- 
sible to expect publishers to tell themselves tint others can tell then what they don’ 
know about publishing, but they lack experience with special— problem subjects® 

2.s a snap on a Candy bossier story, or where there is a government report to be rep 
With such projects, the rain prerequisite is r.ency, I have c Ic-n history of lading 
back with regrets that publishers are the captives of their own. experiences and fears, 
this bemg no exception now, I could have completed a viable book and it could have 
been coming oxx the presses by now, and it would not have taken much of an invcsfeKsat 
^ST a publisher to sake it possible. Cnee ay wife and I, entirely alone, did a longer 
tiian average book, complete with 150 pages of appendix and name-snd— subject index, in 
28 days. Ik- 3 means from the time I wrote the introduction to the night tlie first 100 
coid.es, with sowed binding, were delivered for use as press copies. Of course, there 
was no '--diving* But the book has survived the testing of time, 1 an still selling cogics 
of it, as 1 am of the earlier works. 

Best vo everyone. It was a joy to see how your boys are growing and that new that 
they require less of her attention, Jill is going back to writing. 


v 


Sincerely, 



